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Bold and Holistic 
Education for 
a bright Future 

By Patti Phillips-Best 

B
ible Center's mission is simple yet 

profound: we love God, we love people, 

and we live like Jesus. 

The vision extends beyond merely existing within 

the community; we are dedicated to serving and 

uplifting it. Through a powerful combination of faith 

and action, Bible Center has worked since 1956 to 

transform the community of Homewood, with the 

goal being to make it a reflection of God's grace 

and love. 

We believe in the power of education, employment, 

entrepreneurship, and the renewal of the environ­

ment (in our case the adaptive reuse of vacant and 

abandoned buildings) to create positive change. We 

are committed to actively working towards improv­

ing lives, fostering hope, and building a stronger 

community. 

The Oasis Project is the community outreach and 

economic development division of Bible Center 

Church. Through our various programs, we work to 

create bright spots of opportunity and growth to 

help change the life trajectory of people who live, 

work, learn, worship, or play in the community of 

Homewood. 

Our approach to education is holistic and genera-

I 02 Excellence in Education 

https://vimeo.com/1008671122


tional. The core education programs include Maker's Club­

house (TMC) out-of-school time, TMC Early Learning 

Center, Oasis Farm and Fishery, and Oasis Transportation. 

Serving children ages three to seventeen, the programs 

and services are designed to foster a positive self-identity, 

instill a lifelong love for learning, and cultivate a sense of 

care and responsibility for the community. 

Many children in our community enter kindergarten without 

prior exposure to structured learning environments. This 

lack of early educational experiences often leaves them 

unaware of their own potential and can make it difficult for 

them to view learning as an exciting and rewarding activity. 

TMC Early Learning Center's goal is to bridge this gap, 

inspire a love for learning, and develop children who are 

problem solvers, world changers and compassionate 

people. 

Out-of-school time and early learning programming offer 

exciting STEAM (science, technology, engineering, agricul­

ture, and math) enrichment activities to encourage 'big' 

dreams of being innovators, builders, and creators. These 

programs help children develop strong critical thinking and 

problem-solving skills. 

A key component of TMC's STEAM curriculum is the 

agriculture and nutrition education provided by Oasis Farm 

and Fishery. Understanding where food comes from and 

how the various ingredients and nutritional values affect 

how we learn, think, feel, and behave is central to a 

person's well-being. 

In recent years, The Maker's Clubhouse has built on its 

core value of creating a safe space for learning by offering 

enhanced social and emotional learning (SEL) daily. 

Through age-appropriate activities and mentorship, we aim 

to nurture well-rounded individuals who are confident, 

curious, and compassionate. 

Bible Center identified early on that great programs and 

resources in a vibrant region like Pittsburgh mean little 

when children or youth cannot get to the opportunities. 

Children in communities with low-income households, 

budget-restricted schools, and safety concerns find it more 
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vania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) 

and the City of Pittsburgh's Stop the Violence Office, The 

Maker's Clubhouse is entering its third year of providing 

this essential program. 

To take a closer look, view our project documentaries. 

Click to view>> 

Click to view>> 

Additional support for  The Maker's Clubhouse 

out-of-school time STEAMenrichmentprogram comes 

from the Allegheny County Department of Human 

Services, The Richard King Mellon Foundation, The 

McElhattan Foundation, the members of Bible Center 

Church, other corporate and foundation support, and 

generous individuals. 
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children to immerse themselves in an environment 

where they can learn, play, and grow, laying the foun­

dation for a successful future. 

The impact of Oasis Transportation does not end 

with summer. Throughout the school year, the 

service is a trusted partner in ensuring that children get 

to and from school safely and on time. The impor­

tance of this cannot be understated-regular and 

punctual attendance is crucial for academic 

success, and for many children, Oasis Transportation 

is the only option for safe transport to school. 

But Oasis Transportation's commitment goes even 

further. Beyond the school day, children need access 

to after-school programs that offer a safe space for 

them to explore their interests, build new skills, and 

thrive in a positive learning environment. Oasis 

Transportation ensures that children can participate 

in these activities, providing the essential link 

between home, school, and enrichment programs. 

This holistic approach supports the development of 

well-rounded individuals, equipping them with the 

tools they need to succeed in life. 

Peace of Mind for Parents 
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Oasis Transportation offers parents invaluable peace 

of mind. For low-income families, it eases the burden 

of transportation costs, ensuring children can access 

education and experiences safely. This allows 

parents to focus on work or their own studies, know­

ing their children's transportation is secure. By 

providing reliable service, Oasis Transportation 

creates a more stable environment for families, 

contributing to the community's overall well-being. 

A Future Filled with Possibilities 

Oasis Transportation ensures that children can 

access education and enrichment activities, it 

breaks down barriers and empowers families. In our 

society, where access often determines success, 

Oasis Transportation exemplifies how community­

focused initiatives can make a profound difference. 

It's building a bridge to a more equitable future for all. 
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